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Illiana' tollway
could ease traffic
in south corridor

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

One hundred years after
Daniel Burnham proposed
an . “outer encircling high-
‘way” to bypass Chicago, a

new study says that building g

a key segment — an inter-
state linking Ilinois and In-
diana — could significantly

cut traffic Sbmmmnoﬂ and | £

boost the region’s economy:

The Illiana Expressway
would connect Interstate 57
in Will County with Inter-
state 65 in Lake County; Ind.
The 25- to 30-mile superhigh-
way, built as a tollway, could
cost asmuch as $1 billion.

In what would be a first for
the Chicago area, an eight-
lane Illiana might aiso fea-
ture four truck-only lanes, a
significant accommeodation
for the freight-dependent and
trucking industries.

Since Burnham first
hinted at the Illiana in his

Plan of Chicago in 1909, the’

proposed highway hasbeen a
dream of subsequent plan-
ners seeking to ease the re-
gion’s ever-growing conges-
tion, particularly on two
interstates, Interstate 80/94
and the Indiana Toll Road
(Interstate 90).

Indeed, motorists on I-80/
94, known as the Frank Bor-
man Expressway in Indiana,
have long faced nonstop con-
struction — the highway is
being expanded to 10 lanes —
but know that the highway
will never be wide enough.

The two interstates and
U.S. Highway 30 carry a com-
bined 216,000 vehicles a day
across the Illinois-Indiana
border, according to the feasi-
bility study by the consulting
firm Cambridge Systematics
Inc. at the behest of the
Indiana and Illinois depart-
ments of transportation.

The rate of congestion,

measured by vehicle hours |

traveled, is predicted to grow

on these roads by almost 64 |-

percent by 2030, according to
the study. More than half of
the increased traffic will
come from heavy trucks.

The Cambridge study
doesn’t make any specific
recommendation for or
againsttheIlliana, mooou&bm
to Barbara Sloan, its princi-
pal author. Thatdecision will
be up to the two states.

The Illiana has long been a
hot-button issue in Indiana.
“No Illiana Expressway”’
signs sprouted like dandeli-
ons in 2006 when Indiana
Gov. Mitch Paniels tried to
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Despite ongoing expanslon projects, the Borman Expressway (Interstate 80/94 in northwest Indiana) faces nearly constant congestion, such as this backup
approaching Interstate 65, which some say could be relleved by a new tollway. linking ____3o_m and indiana highways. E. JASON WAMBSGANS/TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Illinois officials, though,
say the proposed highway
doesn’t go far enough. To
address growth and new
intermodal development in
the south suburbs, the Iliana
should extend all the way to
Interstate 55 near Joliet,
planners say.

An Indiana committee of
legislators has begun its re-
view of the study. The chair-
woman, state Sen. Sue

SOURCE: ESRI, TeleAtlas, IDOT and INDOT
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mmnm are the study’s major
findings and key issues:

Where would the Illiana
be built?

The study identifies three
possible routes:
B The southernmost corri-
dor is the longest. It would
run about 30 miles from I-57
between Peotone/Manteno
and connect with I-65 at Indi-
ana Highway 2.
BThe cenfral corridor

B The northernmost corri-
dor, also about 25 miles,
would connect with thenorth
access to the proposed Peo-
tone airport, then run east to
165 about 2.5 miles south of
Indiana Highway 231.

° How many lanes would

the Illiana have?

Four options are proposed:
four-, six- and eight-lane con-
figurations, and one with
eight lanes that includes four
truck-only lanes.

Why truck-only lanes?

Separating autos and

_  trucks may be a beneficial

way to build more capacity
and increase travel reliabili-
ty; for which shippers would

| be willing to pay a premium,
Cambridge said. Studies also

suggest separating auto and
truck traffic is safer.
How much would it cost?
Building the highway
would cost from $600 million
to more than $1 billion, de-
pending on the corridor and

number of lanes. Possible

funding includes tolls much
higher than current levels.
The study also suggests the
possibility of funding and
construction by a public-pri-
vate partnership. Both the
Indiana Toll Road and the

The study says the Illiana
would relieve the huge vol-
ume of traffic, particularly
trucks, on existing highways,
including I-80/94 in Indiana
(the Borman) and the Indi-
ana Toll Road (1-90), as well as
I-65 and roads such as U:S. 30.

At one spot near the state
line, the Borman carries
119,000 vehicles a day in-
cluding 34,0004rucks.

But the Illiana might not
relieve as much congestion
as hoped. Heavy trucks serv-
ing long-distance destina-

tions might be more likely to

benefit from Illiana as a by-
pass option.

In addition, the likelihood
that trucks will divert to the
Illiana from 1-94 is expected
to be “rather low” because
only a small portion of these
trucks are headed to or from
the South and Southwest U.S.

So who wants the I]lia-
na?

The study found signifi-
cant support for theIlliana in
Will County, which hasahigh
concentration of freight-re-
lated economic activity. Will
has a large number of exist-
ing and proposed intermodal
facilities, as well as infra-
structure projects, including

near Joliet. “A connection to
I-55 makes a lot more sense,”
said Ed Paesel, executive di-
rector of the South Suburban
Mayors and Managers Asso-
ciation.

Who doesn’t?

While the study deter-
mined that Will County
strongly favors the Hliana,
_B.mmq rural Lake County,
Ind., is not so enthusiastic.

“Businesses and local com-
munities will potentially
benefit from economic devel-
opment, while farmers and
environmentalists will be fo-
cused on minimizing land
impacts,” the study said.

What happens hext?

The recommendation will
go to the states’ departments
of transportation. Local offi-
cials and planners would like
to get a commitment from
IDOT and Gov. Pat Quinn,
Paesel said.

Then, a “Phase 1” study,
involving engineering and
environmental analysis,
could begin. That study
would determine where and
how it would be built.

“We need to be building
this in one seamless way,”
said Randy Blankenhorn,
executive director of the Chi-

fast-track the project. Fierce = Landske (R-CedarLake),said would begin southeastofPeo- Chicago Skyway are leased the possible Peotone airport. cago Metropolitan >mmua<
opposition prompted offi- the panel hopes to make its tone and extend about 25 toprivate consortiums. South suburban leaders and for Planning.
cials to lop off a leg to I-34 recommendation before the miles east to I-65, about two Why is the highway planners want the Illiana to
near gogmmb City. end of the year. miles north of Indiana 2. Bmonm% extend .cmvdbn I-57 to 155 rwronski@tribune.com
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